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Appleton Wins Cross 
Country Sectional Title
     LCS sophomore Jacob Appleton, Lima Christian School’s 
Cross Country Team of One, is the 2016 Section V Class DD 
sectional champion! Jacob competed against 178 other 
runners in the Class DD Sectional Championship race on 
Nov. 5 at Wayne High School. He came in first in the 5K run 
with a time of 16:56, more than thirty seconds faster than the 
second place runner.
     The following week, on Nov. 12, Jacob represented LCS at 
the State level at Chenango Valley State Park near Bingham-
ton. He raced against 121 other Class DD champion racers 
and was the eleventh runner to cross the finish line. His race 
time was 16:47.
     To top off his incredibly successful season, Jacob was also 
awarded the Sportsmanship Award for all of Section V Class DD!
     “Jacob has been a wonderful testimony for the Lord and 
LCS throughout the season, and we are very proud of him,” 
said LCS Principal Todd Steltz.  
     Because LCS doesn’t have its own cross country team this 
year, Jacob ran in the Finger Lakes League with the Bloom-

LCS Benefit Auction Breaks All Records
     As if LCS needed more proof that 
prayer works, the school’s 2016 Ben-
efit Live and Silent Auction saw record 
crowds and record funds raised during 
the annual event. 
     Roughly $28,000 was raised dur-
ing the November 19th auction! Those 
funds will go toward the school’s general 
budget and will help keep tuition costs 
down. 
     More than $4,800 was donated to the 
Fund-A-Need project of renovating the 
gym locker room.  The locker room hasn’t 
been upgraded for several decades. 

Continued on page 7



Priority Prayer

     The Saints Alive is a newslet-
ter promoting the events and 
happenings of Lima Christian 
School. You may contact the 
school by calling 585-624-3841 
or 585-582-1110; by FAX at 
585-624-8293; on-line at www.
limachristian.org; or by writ-
ing to Lima Christian School, 
1574 Rochester St., Lima, NY 
14485. Todd Steltz, Principal. 
Lisa Arnold, editor and graphic 
designer. News and announce-
ments can be sent to larnold@
limachristian.org. Lima Christian 
School is a ministry of Lima 
Baptist Church. 
     To God be the glory.

PLEASE thank the Lord for the 
following:

• For Jesus Christ.

• For His amazing grace.

• For the freedom to fellowship with 
other believers.

• For watching over Lima Christian 
School.

• For watching over our student 
athletes as they represented
LCS and Christ this past fall.

• For the success of the LCS auction.

PLEASE lift up the following 
requests in prayer:

• For the salvation of every student 
at LCS and that he/she would grow 
as a disciple of Christ.
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• For the upcoming Christmas concerts 
to be a wonderful testimony to the true 
meaning of the season. 

• For a Christ-honoring and safe LCS bas-
ketball season.

•For the Lord to fill the teachers and staff 
with His wisdom when guiding and teach-
ing the students.

•For servant hearts to continue to grow in 
our students and staff.

• For the financial needs of the school to 
be met.

• For increased enrollment.

• That God would continue to bless Lima 
Christian School and guide its leadership.

• For God to bless and guide the school’s 
ACSI accreditation process.

• For the persecuted church around the world.

 Principal Todd Steltz

Core Values Take Center Stage
     Have you heard of the Core Value 
Challenge?  Do you know what Lima 
Christian School’s core values are?  What 
is a core value?  These are all questions 
that just about any LCS student can 
answer!  
     This past summer, the school board 
officially adopted our five core values.  
Core values are the things we do not 
compromise on that form the founda-
tion on which we work and conduct 
ourselves.  Core values are constant.  
They are the practices we should be us-
ing every day in everything we do.
     Here are LCS’s Core Values with a brief 
description of each:

Honoring God – Acknowledging God 
and His truth as foundational to all of 
life and learning
     Lima Christian School recognizes that 
God’s truth, as revealed in Scripture, is 
the foundation of all truth, and is to be 
the basis for what is taught and mod-
eled. Our desire is for students to know, 
revere, and obey God and His Word with 
a pure heart, demonstrating submission 
to Him and the authority He places over 
us.

Pursuing Excellence – Doing everything 
for the glory of God compels us to excel-
lence
     Lima Christian School is driven to achieve 
excellence in all areas including academics, 
Christian character and maturity, fine arts, 
and athletics through exceptional, passion-
ate faculty and staff. With Christ as the per-
fect example of excellence, we honor Him 
and inspire others by the continuous pursuit 
of excellence in every activity.

Nurturing Hearts – Providing a loving and 
caring environment where students can 
thrive
     Lima Christian School is committed to 
instruction that develops the thoughts and 
attitudes of each student’s heart in a man-
ner that reflects the truths and promises in 
God’s Word. It is our desire to demonstrate 
to every student that Jesus Christ loves them 
and desires to have a personal relationship 
with them.

Cultivating Leaders – Preparing students 
to be bold in their convictions and selfless 
in their actions
     Lima Christian School students are pre-
pared and inspired to become God-fearing, 

self-disciplined men and women of 
integrity who have sound minds and 
continually look for ways to help and 
influence others. They are taught to 
pursue excellence, be bold yet humble, 
and put others before themselves.

Fostering Community – Encouraging 
collaboration and personal relation-
ships within the LCS community
     Lima Christian School functions with-
in a community of parents, students, 
families, friends, faculty, and staff.  The 
goal is to partner together in the unity 
of the Spirit and embrace our common 
bond in Christ as we fulfill the school’s 
mission.  

     This year, I have challenged the 
students, faculty, and staff to be on the 
lookout for people who are living out 
our core values. The Core Value Chal-
lenge allows anyone to submit the name 
of someone they see living out any of 
the core values. Each week, names are 
drawn from those submitted for a small 
prize.  At the end of the year, there will 
be a drawing from all the names drawn 
throughout the year for three grand 
prizes of a Darien Lake pass.  
     We have received some great sub-
missions, some of which I will be shar-
ing in future issues of Saints Alive. If you 
can’t wait, you can always take a look at 
the bulletin boards in the high school 
hallway -- the submissions are posted 
there. You will be blessed!    
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     Lima Christian School has proof that a 
little paint goes a long way.
     Thanks to the efforts of a handful of 
alumni, several current students, and 
high school art teacher Michelle Garlock, 
dated areas throughout the school and 
church have been given a facelift.

Gym Entrance
     Perhaps the biggest change is the 
entrance closest to the gymnasium doors. 
Gone are the dilapidated awning and the 
adjacent minced asphalt surface. Now 
when people approach the entrance, they 
notice a clean, manicured outer area. When 
they open the double doors, they spot the 
school’s logo emblazoned on a shiny silver 
and blue striped background.
     Mrs. Garlock was asked last summer 
to tackle the project by maintenance 
department employee David Dils and 
school board president Karen Conlon.
     “They asked me to make the space a 
little more welcoming,” Mrs. Garlock said. 
“I had to provide a rough sketch of my 

Giving LCS a Facelift One Space at a Time
idea to both the school board and the church 
board. The final design had to be something 
that the elementary and high school students 
could relate to…neither too childish, nor too 
focused on the older students.”
     There were also budget constraints, which 
included keeping the existing dark wood panel-
ing, despite its condition. 
     “It was a bit rough. There were some dents, 
scratches, and small holes that had to be 
disguised,” Mrs. Garlock said of the decades-
old surface. 
     Alumni Ben Duliba and Emily Werner 
helped prepare the paneling by masking off 
surfaces, applying primer, and giving the 
walls a base coat.
     A special metallic plaster was used to create 
a multi-layered texture that resembles stone or 
marble. It helped to hide the paneling’s varia-
tions, giving  the space a unique appearance.
     “I like how it gave the final design an artsy 
look,” Mrs. Garlock added.

Hallway Area
     After passing through the newly designed 
entrance to the school, visitors will spot a 
two-toned mural in the hallway. Light blue 
flames representing the Holy Spirit fill most 
of the wall and serve as a backdrop for the six 
silhouetted athletes in soccer, basketball, and 
baseball/softball poses. Mrs. Garlock came 
up with the design after attending several 
basketball sectional games last winter.
     “I was impressed with the sports-related 
murals that I saw at a couple of the schools,” 
she said. “I tucked the ideas away in my mind 
in hopes that I could one day create some-
thing similar at LCS.”
    While planning her curriculum this past 
summer, she decided to ask for permission 
to create a simple athletic mural on the wall 
outside the gym and was given the OK.
     “The blue flames represent the Holy Spirit 
and His powerful impact on our school, our 
athletes, and our community,” she noted. “I 
thought it [the mural] would add color and 

a sense of  ‘spirit’ as students, athletes, 
and the community entered our gym-
nasium.”
     Juniors who took part in the project 
were Michael Connell, Mary Kate Brusha-
fer, Jordan L’Esperance, Corban Popen, 
Ashley Christiansen, Amanda Redman, 
and Emma Harrington. 
     The junior high girls’ Studio Art class 
helped cut out the patterns. The older 
students taped them to the mural wall 
paying attention to spacing and traced 
them with pencil. They used paint 
brushes and black acrylic paint to fill in 
the traced figures.

Other Projects
     Other painting projects created over 
the last year in the school and church 
include the underwater mural on a row 
of lockers in the senior hallway, which 
was painted by last year’s Advanced Art 
juniors; the neutral sponge painting 
technique at the front of the sanctuary; 
the missions mural adjacent to the main 
entrance; and a colorful series of straw-
berry vines in the girls’ bathroom near 
the gymnasium. Mrs. Garlock oversaw 
each of these projects.

Mrs. Garlock
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Alumni
News...

Do you have news
to share

about your
favorite alumni?

Send it to larnold@
limachristian.org or

mail it to LCS at
1574 Rochester St., 

Lima, NY 14485,
attn. Saints Alive,
and we’ll share

it in the
Saints Alive.

2011
Rebecca McGarity and her 
husband, Zachary Palmer, 
exchanged wedding vows on 
May 21, 2016, in Belfast, NY.  
LCS classmates Laura (Pragle) 
McDonald and Cassy Wilbur 
were two of the bride’s atten-
dants. The newlyweds cur-
rently call Belfast home.

Blake Wichtowski proposed 
to Mackenzie Massey recently   
while on a hill overlooking the 
Honeoye valley. The two met 
while pursuing an opportu-
nity to do ministry on the 
same team in East Africa. They 
decided to pursue marriage 
before going overseas while 
attending the final evaluation 
and preliminary training at 
Africa Inland Mission HQ in 
Atlanta, Georgia, this summer.  
Blake is currently employed at 
Austin Woodwright LLC, as a 
custom builder and refinisher. 
Mackenzie is a civil engineer 
at Pape-Dawson Engineers Inc. 
The couple has been asked by 
Launch Global, the organiza-
tion they are both receiving 
ministry training and overseas 
preparation from, to join their 
staff for three years before go-
ing overseas. They will be quit-
ting their jobs and building a 
support team once they wed in 
the spring.

Countless alumni attended the 2016 LCS Homecoming Celebration in October, but only a dozen 
were brave enough to don pinnies and compete in the annual alumni soccer game. This year’s con-
tenders, pictured above, were as follows: Tyler Vasko, front row left, Class of 2015; Josh Myles, 2016; 
Kaylee (Argenna) Corell, 2008; Connor Tillapaugh, 2014; Ben Duliba, 2015; Andy Britton, back row 
left,  Class of 1992;  Ben Ralston, 2015; Josh Raub, 2015, Bobby Nichols, 2008; Trevor Maiorano, 2010; 
Andy McCaffrey, 2010; and Zach Letgers, 2015.

International Students Keeping Busy
     Eleven international students are calling LCS 
home this year; ten from China and one from 
South Korea. Part of their experience includes 
being exposed to new activities, including 
playing glow golf in Victor, sailing through the 
skies on a zip line, flying down a mountain on a 
coaster, petting camels at an animal safari, and 
conquering an escape room challenge. Their 
most recent efforts went into making fleece 
blankets for a women’s shelter in Rochester. 
What’s next on their agenda? They’ll be ringing 
bells for the Salvation Army in December.
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By Naomi Drew, freshman
     Our music teacher, Christine Drew, 
assigned the sixth grade music class 
and the eighth grade Music Apprecia-
tion class a project that helped them 
learn more about impoverished nations 
and their instruments. Both classes 
watched a video about children in those 
needy nations who have received op-
portunities to learn music using instru-
ments made from recycled materials. 
     The sixth graders needed to invent 
an instrument that fit into one of the 
four instrument categories learned 
about. The eighth graders made pre-
sentations about a country’s music and 
had to build a model instrument from 

Learning About Nations Through Music
that country. Both classes had to build their 
instruments out of junk or things laying 
around the house. 
     This project was assigned to help stu-
dents to think about how instruments work 
and to appreciate what is involved in mak-
ing an instrument. The students used a lot 
of creativity and ingenuity. Mrs. Drew really 
enjoyed seeing what they came up with. 
One of the eighth graders made a Shofar 
from Israel using a party noisemaker. One 
of the sixth graders invented shakers made 
with real emptied-out eggs. 
     “I believe this instrument project helped 
students think about music differently. It put 
other non-musical skills to work to make an 
original masterpiece,” Mrs. Drew said.  

Pictured above is 
an eighth grader 
with her home-
made Shofar. 
To the left are 
several eighth 
graders with their 
unique instru-
ments, including 
a xylophone, Jap-
anese koto, and a 
Chinese pipa. The 
sixth graders cre-
ated additional 
melodic devices, 
including a box 
cello, several 
kinds of shakers, 
various guitar-
like instruments, 
and a popsicle-
like harmonica, 
according to Mrs. 
Drew.

Owl Pellets Show
Hoo Ate What
     Lilliputian-like leg 
bones, arm bones, back 
bones, and even skulls 
were just some of the 
treasures found when Mrs. 
Maiorano’s seventh graders 
dissected owl pellets. The 
middle school students 
then shared their discov-
eries with the third and 
fourth graders, who were 
mesmerized by the tiny 
treasures. 
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Bringing the
Kick Wall 
Back to Life
     The soccer kick wall that sepa-
rates the soccer fields at the north 
end of the school from the adjacent 
parking lot was given some much 
need T.L.C. recently. Several sev-
enth graders, under the guidance 
of their class adviser, installed new 
plywood over the existing surface 
and then painted the wood in LCS 
colors.
     The kick wall was originally 
created in 2011 by 2010 graduate 
Ashley McCaffrey. She had painted 
both sides of the enormous wall 
with two different soccer motifs 
that promoted LCS school spirit.

First Graders are
Brilliant Authors
     The LCS first grade is filled 
with brilliant authors! Recently 
they learned the parts of a 
friendly letter.  Following the 
lesson, the students sent 
letters to a veteran who was 
a family member or friend, 
thanking them for their service.
     The students will study 
several authors this year by 
reading their stories and com-
paring their characters, style 
of writing, and purpose.



Saints Alive • 7

  

Thoughtful Ways to Keep Christ in Christmas 
    Each year, it seems more and more 
challenging for families to keep the 
focus of Christmas on Christ’s birth. 
The commercialism of the season often 
masks the true reason for the celebra-
tion; it’s easy to become caught up in 
the “hoopla” of the holiday. 
     Staying focused on the real reason 
for the season takes focus, effort, and 
determination. Reading the Christmas 
story from the Gospels and making sure 
a manger scene is prominently on dis-
play are two popular ways believers can 
keep the right focus. Additional ideas, 
compliments of the LCS family, follow. 
Perhaps one will be worth becoming a 
family tradition in your home, too.
     Bob Wheeler, Lima Baptist Church 
pastor: “My wife’s family tradition that we 
adopted was to celebrate Advent each 
week on Sunday afternoon/early eve-
ning. We have our own Advent wreath 
on a table and light a candle each week. 
We get out cookies and other Christmas 
yummies (lots, including mandatory 
nectarines) and hot chocolate or coffee 
and tea and put on the Christmas music. 
We basically hang out together as family; 
talk, play games, whatever, and yes, make 
‘Jesus’ talk…sometimes intentionally 
with a reading or a song, but most times 
just being together and enjoying the 
season. It’s just as much fun now that our 
‘kids’ are older.” 
     Tracy Berthin, high school English 
teacher: “The Berthins do the Advent 
candle tradition in our home. Each Sun-
day we have a dinner together, light 

the week’s advent candle, and have a family 
devotion. Over the years we’ve done various 
Advent-type things to slow down and focus 
on Christ’s arrival, but Advent is a central 
part of our holiday season.”
     Sue Herring, office administrator: “We try 
to implement an evening where we set up all 
of our nativities. It doesn’t always work now 
that the kids are older, but we try to make 
that a separate time/day from trimming the 
tree, etc. Our family has also participated 
annually in our church’s Live Nativity Hayride 
ever since the first year AWC [Avon Wesleyan 
Church] held it.  It really has become a tradi-
tion for our kids that they don’t want to miss, 
and I’m so glad it has become the central 
part of our December!”
     Cathy Gretzinger, school nurse: “When 
the kids were little we used the Playmobil 
Nativity set for them to help act out the story 
as we read it out of Luke before opening 
presents. We allowed for some creativity, like 
pretending to roast marshmallows over the 
fire. Now one of the boys just reads the story 
from the Bible before opening our presents 
Christmas morning.” 
     Beth Long, elementary school teacher: 
“Our family gathers around and reads the 
Christmas story before presents. When the 
children were younger we had an Advent 
calendar and helped put the main charac-
ters inside the manger. After decorating the 
tree, we would turn off all the lights and sing 
carols by the light of the tree. Sometimes we 
baked a birthday cake for Jesus.”
     Mary Steltz, high school Spanish teacher: 
“When the  boys were young we always re-
ferred to it as Jesus’ birthday or CHRISTmas, 

discussed the significance of  ‘Xmas,’ 
and reminded ourselves DAILY that it is 
about giving to OTHERS as Christ gave 
to us. As children, the boys read the 
Christmas story together while they 
waited for us to wake up! We still read 
the story together and have birthday 
‘cake’ and pray before presents. Of 
course, as adults, we give to a mission-
ary or charity first. We also have always 
bought lots of presents for each other 
(even if they were Dollar Store ones) 
and thank God for His bounty.” 
     Christine Drew, music teacher: “We 
put a cross and a cradle with a ‘baby 
Jesus’ doll under the Christmas tree. 
On Christmas Eve, we ask our youngest 
child to ask the question, ‘Why do we 
celebrate Christmas?’ and then we read 
the story from the Bible. Doing out-
reaches, like Operation Christmas Child 
and other things like that, help us keep 
others-focused in the Name of Christ.”
     Lisa Arnold, middle school English 
teacher: “We adopted a tradition that was 
started by my husband’s family. The last 
thing we do on Christmas Eve is gather 
around the manger with all of the lights 
off in the house. Everyone is holding a lit 
candle except for one person. That per-
son is holding baby Jesus. Then we walk 
through the house singing ‘Silent Night’ 
while following the person holding baby 
Jesus. After singing the song twice, we 
end up back at the manger where we 
end with a prayer thanking God for His 
perfect gift.  It is a beautiful way to keep 
our focus on Christ.”

Benefit Auction
Continued from page 1

While being just shy of the $5,000 goal,  the 
amount brought in is more than any previ-
ous Fund-A-Need campaign has ever raised. 
     The largest number of alumni returned 
to show support for the school by attend-
ing the auction. Several were toting their 

little ones and not-so-little ones.
     This year’s event was held in the 
school gymnasium and band shell. One 
of the classrooms was used for free 
child care so parents could shop with-
out worrying about their young ones.    
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     The LCS Student Council has been busy 
organizing several school events so far this 
year, including a pumpkin pie eating contest, 
a donut dangle challenge, a turkey bowling 
challenge, a Dress in Orange Day, a pumpkin 
decorating contest, and much more. The 
group also recently ran a competition that 
garnered 115 shoeboxes filled with much 
needed items for Operation Christmas Child.

Student Council EventsClass Continuity Day

Mismatch Day

Sack Races

Pumpkin Carving School Spirit Day
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Pumpkin Carving 

Homecoming
2016
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Our
Class

of
2017

Soccer
Players 

Cross Country Sectional Title
Continued from page 1

Madison Kearney

Natalie Domina

Jessica Tillapaugh

field Cross Country Team, which is 
coached by Bob Arthur. Jacob also 
worked with Chris Compson from 
Pittsford Mendon Cross Country to 
develop a training program.
     “Jacob was very successful in our 
Finger Lakes league,” Coach Arthur 
said. “He placed first in all of our 
league meets except for one.  It has 
been a privilege to watch such a 
great runner all season. Jacob trains 
extremely hard and has a great un-
derstanding of the sport. Best of all, 
he makes running look so easy and 
fun... It also has been a great experi-
ence for our athletes at Bloomfield 
to work with Jacob and see what 
hard work will do for you as a runner. 
I am so proud of this young man and 
all that he has accomplished this 
year. His hard work and positivity are 
remarkable. I can’t wait to see what 
his future will bring.”
     “This season has been an op-
portunity to grow friendships and 
witness through my success,” Jacob 

said. “It was a relief to finish the 
season uninjured with my family, 
friends, and brother supporting me.”
     The LCS sophomore enjoys run-
ning for a variety of reasons, includ-
ing how the sport brings people 
together. 
     “We all share the same pain and 
struggles,” he joked. “We have a 
mutual understanding that forms 
friendships.”
     It is also a way for him to share 
his faith, especially when he wears 
his homemade T-shirts with 1Cor. 
9:24-27 written on them. 
     “I like what the verses talk about,” 
Jacob explained. “We don’t run for a 
worldly crown; we run for a heaven-
ly crown. I wear them [the T-shirts] 
to practices and to the chiropractor, 
and people ask about the message. 
It’s an easy way to witness.”
     Jacob’s other notable accomplish-
ments this year include winning 
the Marion Invitational and placing 
second out of 331 runners at the Mc-
Quaid Invitational, running a 15:56. 



Saints Alive • 11

Nathan Arnold

Andrew Kristan

David Myles

Harry Ma How to 
Stay
Up-To-
Date 
With 
Your 
Favor-
ite LCS 
Sports 
Team 

     Lima Christian 
School now has 
its own Twitter 
account. Fans can 
quickly find out 
when and where 
their favorite LCS 
team is playing 
next, receive real-
time game scores 
and race updates, 
and view photos 
and other general 
information about 
each team.
     Signing up is 
easy. Just log onto 
twitter.com on 
your computer and 
create an account. 
You can also get 
Twitter on your 
smart phone and 
receive updates 
while you are on 
the go.
     Once you 
have an account, 
search for LCS-
SATHLETICS. Click 
on “LCS Saints 
Athletics” in the 
drop down list. 
Once the LCS 
Saints Athletics 
page comes up, 
click “Follow.” It’s 
that easy.
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And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him. — Hebrews 11: 6

Third Graders Create Detailed, Imaginative
Villages with Unexpected Household Items
     Pretzel sticks, Goldfish crackers, and Legos were just some of the unique items used to make 
historically-accurate villages in Mrs. Long’s class recently.  As part of the students’ study of Native 
American culture, villages were created that depicted the daily habits of those who first inhabited 
North America.
     Students created longhouses using juice containers, stockades to house animals with pretzel 
sticks, and fire pits with plastic bottle caps. Gold-
fish crackers hung drying on twigs while plastic 
donkeys and cattle roamed between rows of 
produce growing in a cultivated field. 


